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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 5778 
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TAGS: SHUM, NU 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN PRIEST EXPELLED FROM NICARAGUA - CHAPTER TWO 
REF: (A) MANAGUA 3128, (B) MEMCON OF 12/16/76 

1 . FATHER GARY THOMAS BERTRAND, ALSO KNOWN AS EVARISTO BERTRAND, 

THE AMERICAN CAPUCHIN PRIEST WHOM THE GON HAS ACCUSED OF ENGAGING 
IN SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES AND HAD DECLARED NO LONGER WELCOME IN 
NICARAGUA, WAS PICKBUP ON THE MORNING OF DECEMBER 14, FOUR DAYS 
AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF HIS 30-DAY TOURIST PERMIT, ESCORTED TO 

THE BORDER AT LAS MANOS AND DEPOSITED ON THE HONDURAN SIDE OF 
THE FRONTIER. BERTRAND, WHO HAD BEEN OUT OF NICARAGUA IN JULY 
WHEN THE GON MADE THE DECISION TO DENY HIM REENTRY, WAS LET IN 
BY THE MISTAKE OF A BORDER POST IMMIGRATION OFFICIAL ON NOV 11, 

BUT THE NICARAGUAN AUTHORITIES HOSETO WAIT UNTIL THE EXPIRATION OF 
HIS TOURIST PERMIT BEFORE EXPELLING HIM. GON EFFORTS THROUGH 
CHURCH CHANNELS TO PERSUADE BERTRAND TO LEAVE VOLUNTARILY APPARENTLY 
FAILED. 

2. FIVE CAPUCHIN PRIESTS VISITED EMB DEC 16 TO PROTEST TREATMENT 
OF FATHER BERTRAND AND INQUIRE ABOUT HIS WHEREABOUTS. EMBOFFS 
REVIEWED HIS CASE WITH CAPUCHINS AND TOLD THEM EMB HAD BEEN INFORMED 
BY GON THAT FATHER BERTRAND HAD BEEN RETURNED TO HONDURAS AT HIS 
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POINT OF ENTRY. (REF B MEMCON PUCHED 12/17/76.) 

3. THE GON VOLUNTEERED THE INFORMATION TO THE EMBASSY SEVERAL 
WEEKS AGO THAT BERTRAND HAD RETURNED TO NICARAGUA AND WOULD BE 
ASKED TO LEAVE WHEN HIS THIRTY-DAY TOURIST PERMIT EXPIRED. THE 

GON THEN INFORMED THE EMBASSY THAT BERTRAND HAD BEEN PICKED UP AND 
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ESCORTED TO THE HONDURAN BORDER ON DECEMBER 14, FOUR DAYS AFTER 
THE EXPIRATION OF HIS ENTRY PERMIT. IN VIEW OF THE GON'S COOPERATION 
IN KEEPING EMBASSY CLOSELY INFORMED IN THIS MATTER, THE EMBASSY HAS 
NO REASOSN TO BELIEVE THAT BETWRAND IS ANY LONGER IN NICARAGUA. 

4. WE SUGGEST THAT FURTHER INQUIRIES ABOUT THE WHEREABOUTS OF 
BERTRAND BE DIRECTED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
IN HONDURAS AND THE GOVERNMENT OF HONDURAS WHICH MAY HAVE A RECORD 
OF BERTRAND S ENTRY. 

THEBERGE 
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